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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: The Application filed on 03/28/01. 

2. Claims 1-28 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 1 1, and 18 are independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Microsoft Excel 
2000 (pp. 1-11: Copyright 1985-1999). 

-In regard to independent claims 1,11, and 18, Excel 2000 teaches a method, system, and 
computer program comprising: 

a CPU, display screen, and memory; 

displaying a window on the display screen (Fig. 1), wherein the window 
comprises a plurality of fields arranged in a matrix having a plurality of rows (Fig. 1:1- 
16) and a plurality of columns (Fig. 1: A-H); 
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means for entering a first set of numeric values (Fig. 1 : "3", "4", etc) in a first 
plurality of number fields (Fig. 1: C5, C6, etc), wherein the first plurality of number 
fields are displayed in columnar format on a display screen (Fig. 1: C5-C9); 

entering a first set of one or more mathematical operators (Fig. 1; "*", "/", 
SUM(C5:C8), etc) in a first set of one or more operation fields (Fig. 1: C9-C12), wherein 
the first set of operation fields are displayed in columnar format on a display screen (Fig. 
1: C9-C12); 

automatically (Fig. 11: Shows All Calculations Set to Automatic) calculating a 
first result by applying the first set of mathematical operators to the first set of numeric 
values (Reference Fig. 2 Field C5 and Fig. 3 Field C5, wherein the numeric value was 
changed from 3 to 5 which automatically calculated the new result value using the 
mathematical operator in C9 which sums the values in C5-C8 with the result changing 
from 19 to 20); 

and displaying the first result on the display screen (Fig. 1: C9 & CI 2); 

means for entering a second set of numeric values (Fig. 1 : "T\ "8", etc) in a 
second plurality of number fields (Fig. 1: F5, F6, etc), wherein the second plurality of 
number fields are displayed in columnar format on a display screen (Fig. 1: F5-F9) in a 
different column than the first set of numeric values (Fig. 1 : Columns C & F); 

entering a second set of one or more mathematical operators (Fig. 1 : "*", £ 7", 
SUM(F5:F8), etc) in a second set of one or more operation fields (Fig. 1: F9-F12), 
wherein the second set of operation fields are displayed in columnar format on a display 
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screen (Fig. 1: F9-F12) in a different column than the first set of mathematical operators 
(Fig. 1: Columns C & F); 

automatically (Fig. 11: Shows All Calculations Set to Automatic) calculating a 
second result by applying the second set of mathematical operators to the second set of 
numeric values (Reference Fig. 2 Field F5 and Fig. 3 Field F5, wherein the numeric value 
was changed from 7 to 10 which automatically calculated the new result value using the 
mathematical operator in F9 which sums the values in F5-F8 with the result changing 
from 34 to 37); 

and displaying the second result on the display screen (Fig. 1: F9 & F12);. 

-In regard to dependent claims 2, 12, and 19, Excel 2000 teaches displaying the first 
result (Fig. 1: C9) in a same column (Fig. 1: Column C) as the first set of numeric values 
(Fig. 1: C5-8);and 

displaying the second result (Fig. 1 : F9) in a same column (Fig. 1 : Column F) as 
the second set of numeric values (Fig. 1: F5-8). 

-In regard to dependent claims 3, 20, 21 Excel 2000 teaches entering a first character 
string (Fig. 1: D6: "Comment 1") which was associated with one of the first set of 
numeric values (Fig. 1 : C5-C8); 

displaying the first character string (Fig. 1: D6: "Commentl") in a comment field 
adjacent (Fig. 1 : D6) to the one of the first set of numeric values (Fig. 1 : C5-C8); 
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entering a second character string (Fig. 1: G6: "Commentl") which was 
associated with one of the second set of numeric values (Fig. 1 : F5-F8); and 

displaying the second character string (Fig. 1: G6: "Commentl") in a comment 
field adjacent (Fig. 1: G6) to the number field associated with one of the second set of 
numeric values (Fig. 1: F5-F8). 

-In regard to dependent claims 4, 15, and 22, Excel 2000 teaches entering a first numeric 
value (Fig. 5: "8") in a number field in an upper line (Fig. 5: C14); 

automatically shifting an entry point to a number field in a lower line (Fig. 6: 
CI 5) after entering the first numeric value; and 

entering a next numeric value (Fig. 6: "9") in the number field in the lower line 
(Fig. 6: C15). 

-In regard to dependent claims 5, 16, and 23, Excel 2000 teaches wherein the first set of 
numeric values comprises at least one formula (Fig. 1: C9 comprises formula 
SUM(C5:C8)). 

-In regard to dependent claims 6, 17, and 24, Excel 2000 teaches the first set of numeric 
values (Fig. 5: C5 & C8) comprises at least one reference (Fig. 5: See Reference Arrows) 
to another numeric value in a field (Fig. 5: C12 which comprises C8/C5). 
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-In regard to dependent claims 7, 25, Excel 2000 teaches entering character strings in the 
first plurality of number fields (Fig. 1: C3-C9); and 

entering character strings in the second plurality of number fields (Fig. 1 : F5-F9). 

-In regard to dependent claims 8, 26, Excel 2000 teaches determining a first set of output 
character strings (Fig. 1: C9 & CI 2) based on the first set of numeric values (Fig. 1: C9 & 
C12: "SUM(C5:C8)" & "C8/C5"); 

displaying the first set of output character strings in the first set of number fields (Fig. 1: 
C9 & C12); 

determining a second set of output character strings (Fig, 1 : F9 & F12) based on the 
second set of numeric values (Fig. 1: F9 & F12: «SUM(F5:F8)" & "F8/F5"); and 
displaying the second set of output character strings in the second set of number fields 
(Fig. 1: F9&F12). 

-In regard to dependent claims 9, 27, Excel 2000 teaches wherein the first set of number 
fields (Fig. 8: C4-C8) and the first set of operation fields (Fig. 8: D4-D5) are displayed in 
adjacent columns (Fig. 8: C & D) having a first single column label (Fig. 8: "Numl & 
Opl Fields"); and 

wherein the second set of number fields (Fig. 8: F4-F8) and the second set of operation 
fields (Fig. 8: G4-G5) are displayed in adjacent columns (Fig. 8: F & G) having a second 
single column label (Fig. 8: "Num2 & Op2 Fields"). 
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-In regard to dependent claims 10, 28, Excel 2000 teaches wherein a first field label (Fig. 
9: D3: "Opl") was displayed for the first set of operation fields (Fig. 9: D4-D5); 
wherein a second field label (Fig. 9: C3: "Numl") was displayed for the first set of 
number fields (Fig. 9: C4-C8); 

wherein a third field label (Fig. 9: G3: "Op2") was displayed for the second set of 
operation fields (Fig. 9: G4-G5); and 

wherein a fourth field label (Fig. 9: F3: "Num2") was displayed for the second set of 
number fields (Fig. 9: F4-F8). 

-In regard to dependent claims 13 and 14, Excel 2000 teaches wherein the user input 
comprises a first character string (Fig. 1: C4: "First Column") which is associated with 
one of the first set of input numeric values (Fig. 1 : C5-C9); 

displaying the first character string in a comment field in the first column (Fig. 1: 

C4); 

wherein the user input also comprises a second character string (Fig. 1: F4: "Second 
Column") which is associated with one of the second set of input numeric values (Fig. 1 : 
F5-F9); and 

displaying the second character string in a comment field in the second column 
(Fig. 1:F4). 



Conclusion 



Application/Control Number: 09/820,472 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2178 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

US: 6,460,059 10-2002 Wisniewski 

US: 6,138,130 10-2000 Adler et al. 

US: 6,430,584 08-2002 Comer et al. 

US: 5,021,973 06-1991 Hernandez et al. 

Thomas Chester and Richard H. Alden, "Mastering Excel 97," 1997, SYBEX, Fourth 

Edition 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adam L Basehoar whose telephone number is (703) 305-7212. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 7:30am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on (703) 308-5186. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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